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INTRODUCTION. 

IT  was  the  opinion  of  the  wife 
Pythagoras^  and  of  fome  other 
philofophers,  that  the  fouls  of 
men,  women,  and  children,  after 
their  death,  are  fent  into  other 
human  bodies,  and  fometimes  into 
thofe  of  beafts  and  birds,  or  even 
infe&s  ;  and  that  they  hereby 
change  their  refidence  either  to 
their  advantage  or  difadvantage, 
according  to  their  good  or  ill  be- 
haviour in  their  preceding  ftate  of 
exiftence.  This  fingular  opinion 
ftill  prevails  in  fome  part  of  the 
Eaftindies  ;  and  that  to  fuch  a 
degree 


vi    INTRODUCTION. 

degree  that  they  make  it  criminal 
to  put  any  animal  to  death  :  "  For 
"  how  do  you  know,  fay  they, 
"  but  in  killing  a  (heep,  a  bird,  or 
"  a  fiih,  you  murder  your  father, 
"  or  your  brother,  or  fome  other 
"  deceafed  friend  or  relation,  whofe 
"  foul  may  inhabit  the  body  of 
"  the  animal  you  fo  \vantonly 
"  deftroy  r"  An  officer  in  uhe 
fervice  of  the  Eaftindia  Company, 
and  a  particular  friend  of  mine, 
had  like  to  have  loft  his  life  by 
not  paying  a  proper  deference  to 
this  whimfical  notion  ;  for  being 
fome  time  in  that  part  of  the 
country,  and  happening  to  (hoot  a 
heron,  he  was  immediately  arreft- 
ed  and  profecuted  for  it  by  one  or 
the  natives.  The  man  infifted  . 
that 
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that  the  heron  was  inhabited  by 
the  foul  of  his  father  ;  and  fup- 
ported  his  point  To  much  to  the 
iatisfa&ion  of  the  court,  that  had 
it  not  been  for  the  friendly  af- 
fiftance  of  a  Jew,  who  appeared  as 
the  captain's  advocate,  he  would 
certainly  have  been  condemned. 
The  Jew,  allowed  that  what  the 
plaintiff  had  afTerted  was  finely 
true,  but  pleaded  in  behalf  of  his 
client,  that  the  foul  of  his,  the 
faid  client's  grandmother,  refided 
in  the  body  of  a  rifli,  which  the 
faid  client  had  often  feen  and  knew 
perfectly  well ;  and  that  at  the 
time  when  the  heron  was  killed, 
the  faid  heron  was  going  to  dart: 
upon  the  faid  fim  to  devour  it  ;  fo 
that 
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that  the  faid  client  being  ftrongly 
moved  thereunto  by  his  natural 
affection,  inftantly  (hot  the  faid 
heron  purely  to  fave  the  life  of 
his  grandmother.  This  plea  was 
admitted,  and  the  captain  was  im- 
mediately difcharged  by  order  of  the 
court.  It  is  well  for  the  reader 
that  the  captain  efcaped  as  he  did  : 
for  if  he  had  been  hanged  for  mur- 
dering the  heron,  it  is  more  than 
probable  that  it  woud  have  been 
out  of  his  power  to  have  returned 
to  England  with  that  curious  little 
treatife  which  I  have  now  taken 
the  pains  to  tranflate  into  Englilh 
for  the  amufement  of  the  little 
m afters  and  mifies  of  Great  Brit- 
ain. 

It  - 
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It  contains  a  diverting  account 
of  feveral  naughty  boys  and  girls, 
who,  after  their  death  (which  was 
generally  owing  to  their  own  folly) 
were  degraded  into  fuch  animals  as 
they  moft  refembled  when  alive. 
I  cannot  pretend  to  fay  who  was 
the  author  ;  for  his  modefty  was 
fo  great,  that  he  has  not  inferted 
his  name  in  the  title  page. 

The  captain  tells  me,  it  is  the 
opinion  of  fome  of  the  Indian 
criticks,  that  he  was  an  academy- 
keeper,  who  wrote  for  the  inftruc- 
tion  of  his  fcholars  ;  and  of  others, 
that  he  was  a  fond  father  who 
wrote  for  the  entertainment  of  his 
children  ;  but  as  it  is  very  poflible 
that  both  of  them  may  be  miftaken, 
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I  fhall  not  prefume  to  decide  which 
of  them  have  been  fo  fortunate  as 
to  difcover  the  truth  in  a  matter  of 
fuch  evident  importance. 

I  have  only  to  obferve,  that  as 
long  proper  names  (fuch  as  thofe 
of  the  Indians)  would  have  been 
too  crabbed  for  molt  of  my  little 
readers,  I  have  put  myfelf  to  the 
amazing  trouble  of  fubftituting  En- 
glifh  names  in  their  room,  which 
are  expreflive  of  the  characters  of 
the  perfons  to  whom  they  are  ap- 
pliect  After  humbly  begging  the 
author's  pardon,  for  taking  this  lib- 
erty with  his  ingenious  perform- 
ance, I  muft  defire  all  the  mailers 
and  mifies  who  read  my  tranflation 
of  it,  to  be  extremely  careful  to 
avoid  all  the  crimes  and  follies 
which 
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which  it  was  intended  to  correct ; 
otherwife,  if  my  friend  the  captain 
(who  will  probably  hear  of  their  ill 
behaviour)  mould  happen  to  fpeak 
of  it,  when  he  makes  another  voy- 
age to  India,  and  it  fhould  by  any 
means  reach  the  ear  of  my  author, 
we  may  perhaps  have  a  fecond  vol- 
ume, containing  a  mortifying  ac- 
count of  the  furprifing  and  lament- 
able tranfmigrations  of  fome  of  the 
naughty  boys  and  girls  in  En- 
gland. 


CHAP. 


1 2         Pice  m  its  proper  Shape. 
CHAP.    I. 

Of  the  wonderful  Tranfmigration  of 
Jack  Idle  into  the  body  of  an  afs. 


o 


NE  morning  after  breakfaft  I 

took  a  walk   into  the  fields 

with 
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with  my  feven  dear  children  ;  which 
I  did,  not  only  for  the  benefit  of 
their  health,  but  as  a  reward  for 
their  good  behaviour.  They  al- 
ways obey  me  and  their  affectionate 
mother  with  the  utmoft  cheerful- 
nefs ;  and  I,  in  return,  am  always 
ready  to  indulge  them  as  far  as  my 
duty  and  their  intereft  will  permit. 
When  we  had  travelled  about  three 
miles  from  the  city,  where  Divine 
Providence  has  fixed  our  abode,  we 
came  to  a  range  of  little  tenements, 
or  I  mould  rather  have  called  them 
fheds,  over  the  midft  of  which  (and 
it  was  likewife  the  largeft)  was  fix- 
ed a  board,  on  which  was  written 
in  lofty  capitals  WAL*KINBE- 
HOL*D 
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HOL*DANDLE*ARN,      which 

fignifies,  Walk  /»,  behold^  and  learn. 
While  I  was  mufing  upon  this 
ftrange  infcription,  and  wondering 
what  curiofities  there  could  be  in 
fuch  contemptible  little  huts,  the 
door  of  the  middlemoft  was  fud- 
denly  opened  by  a  Bramin,  who 
with  the  greateil  politenefs  and  af- 
fability, defired  us  to  walk  in,  af- 
furing  me,  that  notwithstanding 
the  mean  appearance  of  his  little 
tenements,  there  were  feveral 
things  to  be  feen  in  them,  which 
might  contribute  to  the  entertain- 
ment and  initruclion  of  my  pretty 
fellow  travellers.  "  I  am,  faid  he, 
"  as  you  may  perceive  by  my 
"  habit, 

stjin  informs    tbat  t'vs  infcr'ption 
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<c  habit,  a  Bramin,   and   my  name 
"  is  IVifeman.     All  the  time  I  can 
"  fpare   from   the  worfhip   of  my 
u  Maker,   and   the   contemplation 
"  of  that  aftonithing  wifdom  and 
u  beneficence   which    he   has  dif- 
played  in  his   works  of  creation 
and  providence,  I  cheerfully  de- 
vote to  the  fervice  of  my  fellow 
mortals,  and  particularly   of  the 
younger  and   unexperienced  part 
of   them.     The    mod    valuable 
fervice  I  can  render  them  is  to 
conduct   them  into  the  paths  of 
virtue  and  difcretion.     For  this 
purpofe,  having  b^en  gifted  with 
the      faculty    of     diii/'nguiming 
thofe  animals   which    are    now 
animated  by   the   fouls   of  fuch 
"  human 
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u  human  beings  as  formerly  de- 
"  graded  themfelves  to  a  level  with 
<c  the  unthinking  brutes,  I  have 
taken  the  pains  to  provide  a 
collection  of  beads,  birds,  &c. 
moft  of  which  are  inhabited  by 
the  fouls  of  fome  naughty 
m afters  or  mifies,  who  died  in 
the  neighbourhood,  and  it  is 
poflible  were  not  unknown  to 
your  little  companions.  It  was 
a  proverb  among  the  ancient 
Bramins,  that  Example  is  more 
powerful  than  precept,  and  it  is 
the  common  language  of  man- 
kind to  this  day,  /  undcrftand 
what  I  hear^  but  I  believe  what  I 
fee.  It  would  not  be  amifs 
therefore,  if  you  were  to  ac- 
"  company 
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company  the  young  gentlemen 
and  ladies  into  my  little  appart- 
ments,  that  they  may  be  eye 
witneffes  to  the  mortifying  con- 
fequences  of  an  ill  fpent  and 
vicious  life,  even  to  thofc  who 
have  not  arrived  at  the  age  of 
manhood." 

We  accepted  the  offer  with  the 
utmoft  gratitude,  and  eagerly  in- 
quired what  we  had  to  pay  for  ad- 
mittance. But  the  good  Bramin 
afTured  us,  that  he  never  made  a 
traffick.  of  the  little  wifdom  he  had 
to  communicate,  and  that  the  moft 
acceptable  recompenfe  we  could 
make  him,  was,  to  beftow  what 
we  could  prudently  fpare  upon 
fuch  real  objects  of  charity  as 
B  mjght 
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might  afterwards  fail  in  our  way  : 
— u  For  mercy  and  benevolence, 
"  faid  he,  are  the  darling  attri- 
"  butes  of  heaven,  and  thole 
<c  who  are  moft  diltinguifhed  for 
"  the  practice  of  them,  bear  the 
"  neareftrefemblance  to  their  Mak- 
4i  er,  and  will  therefore  receive 
*;  the  largeft  portion  of  his  favour 
"  both  in  this  world,  and  in  that 
"  which  is  to  come." 

The  tirft  room  we  were  condu3> 
cd  into  was  the  habitation  of  a  little 
afs,  who,  as  foon  as  we  entered 
the  place,  began  to  bray,  and  kick 
up  his  heels,  at  a  moft  violent 
rate ;  bar,  upon  the  appearance 
of  Mr.  Wifeman  (which  I  have 
before  abferved  was  the  Bramin's 
name, 
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name)  he  thought  proper  to  com- 
pofe  himfelf,   and  ftood  as  quiet  as 

a  lamb. «  This   ftubborn  little 

"  bead  faid  our  kind  condu£lor, . 
"  is  now  animated  by  the  foul  of 
"  the  late  matter  Idle.  In  his  life- 
"  time  he  pofTeiTed  all  the  bad 
u  properties  of  the  animal  you  fee 
"  before  you  ;  fo  that,  to  fpeak 
"  the  truth,  he  now  appears  in 
<c  his  proper  (hape,  His  rough 
"  coat  of  hair  is  a  very  fuitable 
"  emblem  of  the  ruggednefs  of  his 
cc  difpoiition  ;  and  his  long  and 
<e  clumfy  ears  not  only  denotes  his 
"  ftupidity,  but,  as  they  affords 
"  very  fecure  and  convenient  hold 
"  to  any  one  who  has  occafion  to 
<c  catch  him  when  he  runs  loofe  in 
"  the 
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"  the  fields,  they  fufficiently  inti- 
"  mate  that  he  was  always  open 
"  to  the  ill  advice  of  his  play- 
"  fellows.  If  the  meaneft  and 
"  moft  dirty  hoy  in  the  neighbour- 
"  hood  was  in  want  of  a  compan- 
u  ion,  or  rather  a  tool,  to  affift 
"  him  in  his  mifchievous  pranks, 
&  he  had  nothing  to  do  but  to 
"  make  his  application  to  Jack 
"  Idle  ;  for  foolifh  Jack  (as  they 
*c  truly  called  him)  was  at  the  beck 
"  of  every  mifchievous  rogue  j  and 
"  when  the  mifchief  was  done, 
"  he  was  always  left,  like  a  ftupid 
u  afs  as  he  was,  to  bear  the  burden 
"  of  it.  His  father  had  money  ; 
"  and  Jack's  great  pride  was  to 
"  be  complimented  by  his  ragga- 
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"  muffin  companions  as  the  cook 
"  of  the  game.  Once  (I  reir.em- 
"  ber  it  perfectly  well)  three 
"  bargemen's  boys  having  a  violent 
tc  inclination  to  plunder  a  pippin 
"  tree,  which  was  the  property  of 
"  farmer  Crujiy^  they  gave  matter 
ct  Jacky  fuch  a  tempting  account 
"  of  the  wifh'd  for  prize,  and 
"  held  forth  fo  hberai!y  in  praife  cf 
c<  his  courage  and  ingenuity,  tlr.it 
a  they  prevailed  upon  him  to  be 
"  not  only  a  party,  but  the  com- 
"  mander  in  chief  in  this  hopeful 
"  enterprizc.  But,  as  fuch  ad- 
"  ventures  generally  terminate  in 
"  the  moft  mortifying  difappoint- 
"  merit,  the  young  plundeiers 
"  were  difcovercd  by  the  farmer 
u  i  . 


before  they  had  gathered  half 
their  booty.  The  three  tar- 
paulins being  at  the  bottom  of 
the  tree  made  their  efcape  with- 
out much  difficulty  ;  but  Jack, 
who,  to  fupport  the  dignity  of 


' 

. 

!;^- 

. 

his  new  cctr.msnd,  had  sfcended 
"  almoft 
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4<  almbil  to  the  top,  \vas  unfortu- 
"  nately  taken  prifoner.  The 
'•  confequence  was,  that  his  fa- 
"  ther  (who  had  to  cieal  with  a 
"  wretch  who  was  as  crufly  by 
<c  nature  as  he  was  by  name) 
"  after  being  obliged  to  pay  ten 
"  times  the  value  of  the  fruit, 
"  conduced  his  fen  to  Mr.  Sbarp> 
"  the  gentleman  \vho  had  the  trou- 
"  ble  of  his  education,  from  whom 
u  he  received  a  ievere  flogging  in  the 
u  prefcnce  of  all  his  fchool  fel- 
<c  lows,  ss  a  very  fuitable  reward 
-'•  of  his  (lupid  ambition.  From 
c;  this  account  of  him  you  wi't 
c<  naturally  ccnciucle  .that  he  was 
"  no  f^rer.t  friend  to  learning;  ; 
"  and,  indeed,  fo  remarkable  was 
«  his 
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u  his  averfion  to  the  ufeful  arts  of 
<c  reading    and    writing,    that    his 
"  greateit  improvement   amounted 
<c  only  to  an    indifferent    knovvl- 
ic  edge   of  the    alphabet,   and  the 
poor    accomplilhment   of  being 
jurt    able    to     fcrawl     his    own 
name   in  characters  which  were 
fcarcely  legible.     He  was  equally 
difiinguifhed   for  his    fpeed  and 
fidelity    when   his    parents   lent 
him  on  an  errand  ;  for  he  could 
hardly  mske  fhift   to    faunter  a 
mile  in   an   hour,    and   when  he 
arrived  at   the  place  of  his  defti- 
naticn,  he   ufua'iy   forgot   three 
fourths  of  his  meflkge,  and  en- 
deavoured to  fupply    the  defect 
by  fomc  blundering  tale  of  his 
u  ovsn 
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c*  own  invention.  He  was  once 
<(>  difpatched  by  his  father,  in  great 
"  hafte,  to  a  gentleman  who  lived 
"  not  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off,  to 
"  requeft  the  favour  of  his  com- 
"  pany,  in  half  an  hour's  time,  to 
"  fettle  matters  with  a  grazer,  of 
"  whom  they  had  purchafed  feveral 
u  head  of  cattle ;  when  Jack  ar- 
"  rived  at  the  gentleman's  houfe, 
"  which  he  actually  did  in  the 
*c  fliort  fpace  of  an  hour  and  a 
"  half,  he  rubbed  his  eyes,  and 
"  fcratched  his  head,  and  inform- 
*'  ed  him  that  his  father  wanted 
<l  him  fadly,  and  that  he  muft 
*'  come  directly  to  fpeak  with  the 
"  brazier,  who,  he  faid,  had  wait- 
"  ed  for  him  above  two  hours.  Jt 
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"  was  very  happy  for  his  parents 
"  (whether  they  thought  foornot) 
"  that  Jack's  Hidden  exit  out  of 
"  the  world,  in  the  thirteenth 
"  year  of  his  age,  effectually  pre- 
"  vented  him  from  bringing  any 
"  material  difgrace  upon  his  fam- 
"  ily  ;  which  i*e  certainly  would 
lc  have  done,  if  he  had  lived  to  he 
"  his  own  mafbr.  The  occafion 

<c  of  his  death  v\^s  as  follows  : 

cc  One  morning,  inftead  of  making 
"  the  bcfl  of  his  way  to  fchool, 
"  (which  hs  was  conftantly  or- 
<c  dered  to  do)  happening  very 
<c  luckily  to  be  overtaken  by  Tom 
<(  Sharper^  and  Dick  Lackivii, 
c'  they  prudently  agreed  to  avoid 
"  the  intolerable  d'^dgery  of  the 
"  hornbook, 
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cc  hornbook,  by  playing  truant 
"  and  indulging  themfejves  in  the 
"  profitable  cliverfiorrs  of  lifting  all 
u  day  on  the  bank  of  a  lonefome 
"  brook  to  fifh  for  minows  ;  they 
"  had  pretty  good  fport,  as  they 
"'called  it,  for  the  firft  hour  ;  but 
u  then  Mr.  Sharper's  line  happening 
u  to  be  entangled  among  fome 
"  large  weeds,  from  whiclrhe  could 
"  not  difengage  it  as  he  flood 
u  upon  the  brink  j  and  as  he 
u  was  nati-rally  too  great  an  adept 
<c  in  the  fcience  of  ielf  preferva- 
<c  tion,  to  expofe  hinifelf  to  dan- 
"  gtr,  when  he  could  pcrfuadc  an- 
"  other  to  fupply  his  place ;  he 
**  requefted  the  favour  of  in  after  Idle 
44  to  afcend  a  floping  tree  which 
"  ftood 
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flood  upon  the  bank,  and  from 
thence  to  defcend  gradually  upon 
a  hanging  banch,  the  fmall  end 
of  which  almoft  touched  his 
line.  Poor  Jack  was  fomewhat 
unwilling  to  venture  upon  the 
experiment  ;  but  a  little  mere 
perfuafion,  which  was  fupported 
by  a  few  furly  menaces,  foon 
vanquifhed  every  objection.  He 
accordingly  afcended  the  tree ; 
but  when  he  attempted  to  feat 
himfelf  upon  the  hanging  branch 
the  fmall  twigs,  upon  which  he 
ttupidly  fattened  his  hold  for 
that  purpofe,  fuddenh 
and  down  he  plunged  into  the 
middle  of  the  brook,  whcr : 
UT  many  eager  and.  ineffectual 

"      f:  ' 
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"  ftruggles  to  recover  the  bank, 
"  he  funk  to  the  bottom,  and  rofe 
no  more.  The  laft  words  he 
fpoke  were,  Ob  !  my  dear  father  ! 
my  dear  mother  !  I  ivijh  I  had — 
He  meant  I  fuppofe,  that  he 
wifhed  he  had  followed  their 
"  good 
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"  good  advice  ;  but  the  water, 
which  ran  very  faft  into  his 
mouth,  fuddenly  flopped  ,  his 
fpsech,  and  nothing  more  was 
heard  but  a  faint  bubbling  in 
his  throat,  and  two  or  three  def- 
perate  plunges  at  the  bottom  of 
the  water,  to  prefcrve  that  life 
which  fell  a  melancholy  facri- 
fice  to  his  own  folly  and  dif- 
obedience  ! — One  would  think 
that  fuch  a  mocking  cataftrophe 
would  be  fufficient  to  fubdue  ten 
times  the  ftubbornnefs  and  ftu- 
pidity  for  which  matter  Idle  was 
fo  remarkable  :  But  as  we  are 
too  apt  to  forget  the  eager  proin- 
ifes,  and  laugh  at  the  felf  con- 
demning reflections,  which  we 
."  have 
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have  made  in  the  hour  of  diftrefs, 
I  need  not  mention  it  as  a  prod- 
igy, that  the  foul  by  which  this 
little  beaft   is  animated,   is   ftill 
infected   with  the  fame  vicious 
difpofition,  which  difgraced  and 
punifhed  it,   when    it  occupied 
the  body  otjack  Idle." 
To  convince  us  of  the  truth  of 
what  he  faid,  the  good  Bramin  ad*- 
drcffed  himfelf  to  the  afs  before  us, 
and  affured  him  that  if  he  was  fin- 
cerely    inclined    to    behave    as  he 
ought  to  do,  and  forfake  the  follies 
he  had  been  guilty  of  in  his  former 
ftate  of  exiftence,   he  (should  again 
have  the  honour  to  afcend  to  the 
rank  of  human  beings.     But  the 
ftubborn  little    animal  (who  per- 
fectly 
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fevftly  underftood  \vhat  he  faid) 
firft  leered  at  him  with  the  moft 
ftupid  refentment  in  the  world, 
and  then  fell  a  braying  and  kicking 
with  greater  violence  than  when 
we  firft  entered  the  room.  "  Soho  ! 
"  faid  Mr.  Wifeman,  is  that  your 
"  manners,  my  boy  ;" — and  then 
giving  him  two  or  three  hearty 
ftrokes,  "  well,  well,  faid  he,  if 
"  this  is  all  the  return  I  am  to 
<c  have  for  my  generous  care  of 
"  you,  I  will  certainly  fell  you 
"  to  the  firft  fandman  I  fee,  who 
"  will  beftow  upon  you  plenty  of 
"  drubbing,  plenty  of  fafting,  and 
"  (what  you  will  relim  the  worrt 
"  of  all)  a  never  failing  plenty  of 
"  work." 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.     II. 

An  Account  of  the  fur pmmg  TranJ- 
migration  of  Mafier  ANTHONY 
GREEDYGUTS,  into  the  Body  of 
a  Pig. 


THE  next  room  into  which  we 
were  conducted,  contained  a 
fat  little  pig,  who,  as  foon  as  we 
C  had 
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had  entered  the  door,  began  to  cry 
,  awnek)  a  vjak,  in  fuch  a 
fqu caking  tone  as  grated  our  ears 
ill  the  moft  difagreeable  manner  : 
but  as  foon  as  Air.  Wif~mdn  pro- 
duced his  wand,  he  lowered  his 
pipes  to  a  few  fuiky  grunts,  and 
then  became  as  ftill  as  a  moufe. — 
"  This  young  pig,  faid  the  vener- 
able Brarnin,  is  now  animated 
by  the  foul  of  the  late  matter 
~:.'fj,  who  died  about  two 
months  ago,  and  has  left  a  num- 
ber of  -relations  behind  him  in 
alntoll  every  town  you  can  men- 
tion. Poor  foolidi  youth,  if  lie 
had  beta  iefs  fond  of  his  bellv, 
and  more  attentive  to  his  book, 
and  to  the  good  advice  of  his 
parents,  his  foul  would  not  have 
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been  confined  as  it  now  is,  in 
the  body  of  that  nafty,  greedy, 
and  noify  little  animal  which 
you  fee  before  you.  But,  to 
reprefent  his  character  in  its  prop- 
er colours,  he  was  always  a 
hoggifli  little  fellow,  and  dif- 
dained  every  other  fort  of  labour 
but  that  of  lifting  his  hand  to  his 
mouth.  He  loved  eating  much 
better  than  reading  ;  and  would 
prefer  a  tart,  a  cuftard,  a  plum- 
cake,  or  even  a  flice  of  ginger- 
bread, or  an  apple,  to  the  pret- 
tied, and  moft  ufeful  little  book 
you  could  preferit  him  with  ;  ib 
that  if  his  parents  had  purchafcd 
a  hundred  books  for  him,  one 
after  the  other,  he  wtuld  have 
readily  parted  with  them  to  the 
firll 
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firft  crafty  boy  he  met  with,  who 
had  any  trafh  to  fpare  by  way  of 
exchange.  It  cannot  therefore 
be  coniidered  as  a  miracle,  not- 
vithfbnding  the  extraordinary 
care  and  expenfe  which  his 
friends  beftowed  upon  his  educa- 
tion, that  he  always  continued 
a  blockhead,  and  was  fuch  a 
perfect  dunce  at  eleven  years  of 
-age,  that  inftead  of  being  able 
to  read  and  write  as  a  young  gen- 
tleman ought  to  do,  he  could 
fcarcely  tell  his'  letters.  He  was 
equally  remarkable  for  his  felf- 
ifhnefs  ;  for  if  he  had  twenty 
cheefecakes  in  his  box,  or  his 
pockets  fcll  of  oranges  and  ap- 
ples, he  would  fooner  have  given 
a  tooth  out  cr  his  head  than  have 
parted 
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parted  with  one  of  them,  even 
to  his  own  brother  or  lifter. 
The  confequence  was  (and  in- 
deed what  elfe  could  have  been 
expected)  that  he  was  defpifed 
and  hated  by  all  his  play  fellows, 
and  diftinguifhed  by  the  morti- 
fying title  of  Tony  Pig  ;  an  ani- 
mal which  he  perfectly  refem- 
bled  in  his  naftinefs  as  well  as 
greedinefs.  For  if  he  was  drefTed 
in  the  morning  as  clean  as  hands 
could  make  him,  he  would,  by 
running  into  puddles  and  ken- 
nels, and  rolling  upon  the 
ground,  become  as  black  as  a 
chimney  fweeper  before  noon ; 
and  I  fincerely  believe  that  he 
thought  it  as  great  a  punifhment 
to  have  his  hair  combed,  or  to 
wafh 
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wafh  his  hands  and  face,  as  to 
be  whipped  ;  for  he  would  cry 
and  ftruggie  as  much  to  avoid 
the  one  as  to  efcape  the  other. 
But,  to  eafe  his  parents  of  their 
heavy  apprehenfions  upon  his 
account,  and  to  rid  the  world  of 
fu'ch  a  plague  and  difgrace,  as 
he  certainly  would  have  been,  if 

he 
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he  had  lived  to  years  of  matu- 
rity, kind  death  was  pleafed  to 
dilpatch  him  in  the  twelfth  year 
of  his  age,  by  the  help  of  a  dozen 
penny  cuftards,  which  he  greed- 
ily conveyed  down  his  throat  at 
one  meal,  and  thereby  gorged 
his  ftomach,  and  threw  himielf 
into  a  mortal  fever.  After  his 
exit 
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exit,  his  foul,  as  I  have  already 
informed  you,  was  hurried  into 
the  body  of  this  little  pig ;  a 
ftation  which  perfectly  corre- 
fponds  with  his  difpofition.  Nay, 
fo  great  is  his  ftubbornnefs  (which 
is  another  hateful  quality  in 
which  he  refernbled  the  r.nimal 
before  you)  that  his  punifhment 
has  not  made  the  leaft  alteration 
in  his  temper  ;  for,  if  we  were  to 
get  his  foul  replaced  into  a  human 
body,  upon  his  promife  of  im- 
mediate amendment,  he  will  not 
fubmit  even  to  make  fuch  a  prom- 
ife. To  convince  you  that  I 
have  not  mifreprefented  his  char- 
after,  I'll  try  the  experiment 
immediately."  Accordingly,  the 
good  Bramin  afked  him  before  us 
all, 
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i  all,  if,  upon  the  condition  above- 
mentioned,  he  would  leave  off  his 
greedy  and  felfifh  behaviour.  To 
this  he  condefcended,  though  with 
a  vifible  reluctance,  to  grunt,  ayey 
aye.  "  But  how  long  will  it  be, 
faid  Mr.  Wifeman,  before  you 
perform  your  promife  ?"  Aiveek^ 
a  weeky  a  week^  cried  the  pig. 
And  how  long  will  it  be  before 
you  lay  afide  your  naftinefs,  and 
maintain  fuch  a  cleanly  and  de- 
cent appearance  as  becomes  a 
gentleman  ?"  A  week^  a  week^ 
laid  the  dirty  creature.  "  And 
how  long  will  it  be  before  you 
refpeft  the  good  advice  of  your 
parents,  and  prefer  the  improve- 
ment of  your  underftanding  to 
the  gratification  of  your  appe- 
tite ?" 
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tite  ?"  A  week,  a  week,  a  week, 
replied  the  ftubborn  little  ani- 
mal. "  In  mort,  faid  the  worthy 
Bramin,  if  I  were  to  repeat  the 
fame  queftions  to  him  a  month, 
or  even  a  year  hence,  I  fhould 
not  prevail  upon  him  to  fay  now  ; 
but  .  his  conftant  anfwer  would 
be,  a  week,  a  week,  a  week.  I 
believe,  therefore,  that  inftead  of 
reforming  him  (which  is  an  event 
that  would  afford  me  the  moft 
fenfible  pleafure)  we  fhall  at 
laft  be  forced  to  roaft  and  eat 
him  ;  for,  as  long  as  he  con- 
tinues in  his  prefent  way  of 
thinking,  it  is  very  certain  that 
his  exiftence  can  be  of  no  fervice 
either  to  himfelf,  or  any  one 
dfe."  Thus,  then,  faid  he,  I 
have 
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have  troubled  you  with  a  particular 
account  of  this  ftupid  little  pig  ; 
and  I  fincerely  hope  that  the  ftory 
will  prevail  upon  my  young  vifitors 
to  be  cleanly  in  their  appearance, 
temperate  in  their  diet,  and  kind 
and  obliging  to  every  body  ;  for 
whofoever  purfues  a  contrary  beha- 
viour, is  in  reality  a  bogy  though 
he  bears  the  name  of  a  gentleman. 
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CHAP.     III. 

The  Tranfmigration  of  Mifi  Dorothy 
Chatterfaft  into  the   Body    of  a 


Magpie. 


IN  one  corner  of  the  room  where 
poor  "Tony   Pig  was  confined, 
hung  a  large  cage,  which  was  the 
prifon  of  a  pert  young  magpie.  As 
foon 
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foon  as  my  fon  Jackyy  who  was 
the  youngeft  of  the  company,  and 
remarkably  fond  of  birds,  had  fa- 
luted  her  by  the  well  known  ap- 
pellation of  mag,  poor  mag ;  fhe 
wagged  her  tail  with  furprifing 
agility,  and  began  to  chatter  in 
fuch  an  elevated  tone,  and  with 
fuch  a  rapid  pronunciation,  that  I 
was  heartily  glad  when  the  kind 
Bramin commanded  filence.  "The 
body  of  this  party  coloured,  lo- 
quacious bird,  faid  he,  is  the 
involuntary  reiidence  of  the  late 
Mifs  Dorothy  Chatterfaft  ;  who 
was  a  moft  notorious  little  go/Tip, 
and  belonged  to  a  family  which 
is  as  numerous  as  that  of  the 
Greedy  guts.  To  do  her  juftice, 
fhe  was  a  handfome  little  gir), 
and 
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and  as  brifk  and  notable  as  any 
young  mifs  in  her  neighbour- 
hood. But  to  her  own  misfor- 
tune, and  the  unfpeakable  vex- 
ation of  moft  perfcns  who  came 
within  the  fphere  of.  her  obfer- 
vation,  her  little  tongue  was  as 
a&ive  as  her  hands.  She  learned 
to  talk  very  early,  and  fo  fpeedy 
was  her  improvement  in  the  art 
of  prattling,  that,  before  ihe 
was  .three  years  old,  fhe  could 
lifp  out  a  tale  in  very  intelligible 
language.  Her  parents  were  fo 
unwife  as  to  encourage  her  in 
this  mifchievous  kind  of  inge- 
Yiuity,  not  only  from  the  plea- 
fure  they  took  in  hearing  how 
fail  (he  learned  to  fpeak,  but  be- 
caufe  they  confidered  it  as  an  in- 
fallible 
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fallible  token   that  (he  would,  in 
time,'  prove  an  excellent  wit  and 
a    notable   manager.  .  It    is   not, 
therefore,     to    be    wondered     at, 
that    (he    took    a   great    deal    of 
notice     of    every     thing     which 
pafled  in  the  family,  and    partic- 
ularly   in    the    kitchen.      If  any 
of  tile  icrvants  accidentally  broke 
a   teacup,  or   faucer,  a  glafs,  &c. 
or    received    an    unexpected    vifit 
from  fome  of  their  acquaintance, 
•  or    relations,   when    her    parents 
happened  to  be  abfent  from  home  j 
the  never  failed   to    inform  them 
of  it,  the   rirft  opportunity,  with 
many    aggravating    circumftances 
of  her  own  invention  ;  for  which 
they  generally  complimented  her, 
by  way  of  reward,  with  the  flat- 
tering 
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tering  titles  of  a  good  child,  a 
fweet  little  dear^  and  a  careful 
little  girl.  By  this  officious  im- 
pertinence (he  frequently  got  the 
fervants  reprimanded,  and  fome- 
timcs  difmiffed  ;  fo  that  by  de- 
grees they  all  began  to  fear  and 
hate  her.  She  was  equally  at- 
tentive to  ever)7  trifle  which 
happened  at  the  fchool,  where 
fhe  was  daily  fent  to  learn  the 
art  of  reading,  and  the  ufe  of  her 
needle;  for  the  moment  (he 
came  home,  and  before  fhe  had 
well  entered  the  parlour  door, 
and  made  her  courtefy,  her  little 
tongue  began  to  rattle  like  a 

mill  j  clack." "  Mamma,   faid 

fhe,    Tommy    Carelefs  was  flog- 
ged for  tearing  his  book,  Jackey 
Fidget 
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Fidget  becaufe  he  was  a  naughty 
boy  and  would  not  fit  ftill, 
Polly  Giddybrains,  for  lofing 
her  needle  and  thread  paper, 
and,  Lord  blefs  me  !  my  ma'am 
was  fo  crofs,  that  (he  was  going 
to  put  the  nafty  fool's  cap  on  my 
head,  only  for  mifcalling  the 
D  firft 
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firft  word  in  my  leflbn." — In 
fhort  fhe  was  fuch  a  notorious 
telltale,  that  fhe  was  foon  dig- 
nified by  her  fchool  fellows  v.nh 
the  honourable  appellation  of 
Dolly  Cagmag.  As  fhe  advanced 
in  years,  the  habit  grew  upon 
her  ;  and  \vhen  fhe  was  old 
enough  to  be  introduced  into 
company,  and  go  a  vifiting,  fhe 
carried  on  the  fame  mifchievous 
and  defpicable  trade  abroad,  in 
which  fhe  had  met  with  fuch  en- 
couragement at  home.  What- 
ever fhe  faw  or  heard  in  one 
place,  fhe  would  be  fure  to  re- 
port it  in  another  ;  fo  that  all  the 
matters  and  mifies  who  had  the 
mortification  to  fall  into  her 
company,  confidered  themfelves 

as 
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as  under  the  malicious  infpe£Hori 
of  a  meddlefome  fpy  ;  which 
they  had  the  more  reafon  to  do, 
becaufe  me  feldom  failed  to  em- 
bellim  her  informations  with  the 
recital  of  feveral  unfavourable  cir- 
cumftances  of  her  own  inven- 
tion." "  Indeed,  Mr.  Wifeman, 
faid  Betfey,  my  youngeft  daughter, 
what  you  have  told  us  is  exacHy 
true;  for  I  have  been  in  com- 
pany with  Mifs  Chatterfaft  fev- 
eral times,  and  I  remember  once 
in  particular  that  when  Mailer 
Sprightly^  who  was  a  merry 
young  (park,  had  ftolen  a  kifs 
from  Mifs  Patty  Sweet  lips,  though 
the  poor  young  lady  blufhed  as 
red  as  fcarlet,  and  feemed  to  be 
greatly  difpleafed  at  the  freedom 
which 
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which  had  been  taken  with  her, 
Mifs  Chatterfaft  was  fo  mif- 
chievous  as  to  reprefent  her  to 
all  her  acquaintance  as  a  bold 
little  huffey,  who  loved  to  be 
kitted  by  the  young  gentlemen. 
When  poor  innocent  .Patty  was 
informed  of  the  charafter  which 
had  been  fo  unjufty  fixed  upon 
her,  fhs  was  afhamed  to  ftir  out 
of  doors,  and  laid  it  fo  much  to 
heart  I  thought  (he  would  have 
cried  her  eyes  out."  "  This  was 
very  unkind  indeed,  replied  the 
good  Bramin  ;  and  yet,  I  fm- 
cerely  believe  that  all  the  mif- 
chief  her  tongue  was  guilty  of, 
was  more  owing  to  her  vanity 
and  that  talkative  humour  in 
which  fhe  had  always  been  en- 
couraged 
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couraged  from  her  infancy,  than 
to  any  real  malice  in  her  heart. 
She  had  been  long  accuftomed  to 
fpeak  without  thinking,  and  nat- 
urally imagined  that  her  imper- 
tinent loquacity  would  be  as 
much  admired  and  applauded  by 
other  people  as  by  her  thought- 
lefs  parents.  I  have  the  fatif- 
faclion,  however,  to  obferve  that 
you  are  perfectly  fennble  of  her 
miftake,  though  fhe  had  not  the 
good  fortune  to  be  fo  herfelf.  If 
fhe  had  lived  much  longer,  it  is 
very  probable  that  the  many 
flights  and  affronts  (he  mufr  ne- 
ceiiarily  have  met  with,  would 
have  opened  her  eyes  :  For  thofe. 
who  by  their  impertinent  ccn- 
iurcs  let  the  whole  world  -at  de~ 
fiaitce, 
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fiance,  may  reasonably  expect  to 
find  an  enemy  hi  every  houfe 
they  enter.  But  her  meddlefome, 
inqtiifitive  difpofition  proved  to 
be  the  accidental  means  of  fhort- 
ening  her  days,  before  me  had 
experience  enough  to  correct  it  : 
for,  one  evening,  Mr.  Kindly,  a 
wealthy  merchant,  indulged  all 
the  young  matters  and  mirTes  in 
the  neighbourhood  with  a  fplen- 
did  ball  at  his  own  houfe  :  Mifs 
Chaiterfqftt  though  (he  had  at 
that  time  a  fevere  cold  upon  her, 
was  fo  defirous  of  embracing 
Ifuch  a  favourable  opportunity  of 
making  her  remarks  upon  the 
behaviour  and  different  dreiTes  of 
the  company,  and  thereby  fur- 
nifliing  i-erfclf  with  an  ample 
flock 
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flock  for  converfation,  that  (he 
could  not  he  prevailed  upon  by 
her  too  indulgent  parents  to 
fpend  the  evening  at  home.  The 
confequence  was  fuch  as  might 
naturally  have  been  expe&ed. 
By  firft  over  heating  herfelf  at 
the  ball,  and  afterwards  ex- 
pofing  herfelf  to  the  night  air  in 
her  return  home,  her  cold, 
(which  was  bsd  enough  before) 
fuddenly  increafed  into  a  violent 
fever  which  hurried  her  to  the 
Crave  in  the  fhort  fpace  of  five  or 
fix  days.  Though  her  untimely 
death  excited  the  tranfient  pity 
of  mod  of  her  acquaintance, 
very  few  of  them,  I  believe,  were 
really  forry  to  part  with  her. 
But  ngtwithftandiijg  that  violent 
propenfity 
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propenfity  to  exercife  her  tongue, 
v  which  fhe  too  frequently  in- 
dulged to  the  vexation  of  her 
neighbour :-3  {he  had  a  large  fund 
of  good  nature  at  the  bottom  ; 
io  that  1  am  in  hopes  that  fhe 

I  foon  be  reftored  to  the  rank 
of  human  beings,  and  have  an 
opportunity  of  employing  her 
fpeaking  with  greater 

'    in   a  more  agice- 
able  '.-kan  ihe  did  before. 

Her  fornv  ty   (as  1   have 

alre:.  id)   v^as   almoil  en- 

tirely   o-.vin-;;   to    that    vanity    and 

it  of  thought,  in  \vhich  fhe 
had  bc-n  too  inn  oh  ejicouracrtd 
by  !.  fondnefs  of  her 

parents  ;    but   the    low    llation   \\\ 
Vvhich     ihe     iiow     appears,     will 
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probably  teach  her  to  be  more 
humble  and  confederate,  and  of 
confequence  to  check  that  talk- 
ative humour  which  in  her  pail 
lifetime  formed  the  mod  re- 
markable part  of  her  character." 
Poor  mag  (who,  I  fuppoie,  under- 
load every,  word  the  Bramin  faid) 
wagged  her  tail  a  little,  as  we  left 
the  room,  but  did  not  think  proper 
to  utter  a  fmgle  chatter, 


CHAP. 
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CHAP.     IV. 

The  ¥r  an/migration  of  Mafter  Ste- 
phen Churl,  into  the  Body  of  a 
little  Cur. 


r 


N  the  next  apartment  \ve  enteiv 

ed,  we  faw  s  little  fnarling  cur, 

\vho 
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.who  immediately  faluted  us  with 
a  furly  grin,  and  barked  and  yelped 
as  if  he  would  have  torn  the  houfe 
down.  He  was  indeed  very  fe- 
curely  chained  to  a  (mail  kennel ; 
but  my  daughter  Betfey  happening 
to  venture  too  near  him,  he  map- 
ped at  her  and  tore  her  apron. 
"  Take  care,  mifs,  faid  Mr.  Wife- 
man,  and  keep  out  of  his  reach  ; 
for  though  he  is  but  a  cur,  he  is 
very  mifchievous.  His  body  is 
the  contemptible  refidence  of  the 
foul  of  the  late  Mailer  Churl. 
Poor  miferable  youth  !  he  was 
wrangler  from  his  infancy  ; 
and  his  litigious  temper  gave 
him  as  juft  a  title  to  the  name 
of  Churl  as  his  birth.  Even 
when 
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when  he  was  a  child  in  arms, 
lie  was  fuch  a  peeviih  and  noify 
little  brat,  that  his  mamma  could 
not  find  a  woman  who  would 
undertake  the  trouble  ofnurfing 
him  ;  rind  as  (can  as  he  was  able 
to  fpeak  and  run  alone,  he  be- 
gan "to  wrangle  with  his  brothers 
and  fitters,  upon  the  mod  trifling 
occasions,  and  feldom  forgot  to 
fupport  his  argument  by  ex- 
erting his  little  hands  and  heels 
with  the  mod  mali'-jious  activi- 
ty ;  fo  that  to  mortify  his  pride, 
and  give  a  check  to  his  illna- 
ture,  they  beftowed  upon  him 
the  difiiraceful  title  of  ycung 
Poor  Stephen, 

howtver  bid   uVfhnce  to  all  their 
ridicule, 
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ridicule,  and  was  fo  far  from  be- 
ing reclaimed  by  it,  that  his  tur- 
bulence increafed  in  proportion, 
to  his  ftrength  and  ftature.  He 
was  afterwards  as  quarrelfome 
at  fchool  as  he  had  been  at 
home  j  and  in  every  party  at 
taw,  or  trap  ball,  or  any  other 
innocent  diverfion  in  which  he 
happened  to  be  engaged,  he  was 
always  remarkable  for  disturbing 
the  game  by  his  frivolous  dif- 
putes  :  Nay,  when  he  was  only 
a  looker  on,  he  would  betray 
his^  wrangling  impertinent  tem- 
per, by  calling  out,  u  fuch  a 
one  does  not  play  fairly  ;  fuch 
a  one  counts  too  many  ;  and 
fuch  a  one  goes  in  before  his 
turn." 
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turn."  The  ufual  reward  he 
received  for  his  trouble  was,  a 
handfome  drubbing,  fometimes 
from  his  matter,  but  more  fre- 
quently from  his  fchool  fellows. 
He  was  equally  notorious  for 
his  great  forwardnefs  to  give  a 
challenge,  upon  the  flighteft 
provocation,  and  very  often  from 
mere  wantonnefs  ;  and  fome- 
times he  would  very  unfairly 
begin  an  engagement  without 
giving  any  previous  notice,  that 
he  might  make  fure  of  the  firft 
blow.  But  his  ftrength  and 
ikill  being  unequal  to  his  pre- 
tenfions,  the  many  mortifying 
defeats  he  received,  foon  taught 
him  the  defpicable  cunning  of 
aflaulting 
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aflaulting  none  but  thofe,  who, 
he  believed,  were  either  too  weak 
to  contend  with  him,  or  too 
cowardly  to  ftand  in  their  own 
defence.  The  fpeedy  confe- 
quence  of  fuch  a  dirty  conduct 
was,  that  the  bigger  boys  de- 
fpifed  and  laughed  at  him,  and 
thofe  who  were  lefs  than  him- 
felf,  carefully  fhunned  his  com- 
pany ;  fo  that  at  laft  poor  wrang- 
ling Stephen,  for  want  of  play- 
fellows, had  no  other  diverfion 
left  for  him,  but  to  take  a  foli- 
tary  ramble  through  the  fields. 
His  parents  being  informed  of 
the  difagreeable  fituation  into 
which  he  had  brought  himfelf, 
and  what  a  fhy  reception  he  met 
with 
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with  from  all  the  boys  in  the 
neighbourhood,  thought  it  ad- 
vifeable,  after  giving  him  a 
ftridl  caution  to  behave  in  a 
more  peaceable  manner  for  the 
future,  to  remove  him  to  a  gen- 
teel boarding  fchool,  at  a  diftance 
from  home.  If  he  had  thought 
proper  to  follow  their  advice, 
and  make  a  diligent  ufe  of  the 
excellent  inftrucHons  he  received 
from  his  new  teachers,  he  might 
afterwards  have  cut  a  mining 
figure  in  the  world  ;  but,  as 
what  is  bred  in  the  bone,  feldorn 
gets  out  of  the  flem,  fo  it  fared 
with  Stephen  Churl.  Though 
he  was  a  little  referved  at  firft,  as 
being  entirely  among  Grangers, 

a 


Vice  in  its  proper  Shape*          6f 

a  fhort  acquaintance  with  them 
made  him  very  familiar — the  af- 
fability and  good  nature  with 
which  they  liftened  to  every 
thing  he  faid,  foon  encouraged 
him  to  be  pert  ;  and  from  pert- 
nefs  he  proceeded  to  open  rude- 
nefs  and  ill  manners— until  at  Jaft 
happening  to  be  very  mildly  rep- 
rimanded by  one  of  the  young 
gentlemen,  whofe  tendernefs  he 
milconftrued  into  cowardice,  he 
commenced  hoftiliiies,  as  ufuai, 
by  giving  him  an  unexpected 
blow  on  the  face.  But  his  an- 
tagonill  being  pofiefled  of  as 
much  fpirit  as  poJ  it  en-el's,'  re- 
turned the  compliment  in  art  v 
inftant  ;  and  conducted  the  en- 
£  gagement; 
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gagement  on  his  fide  with  fuch 
vigour  and  adHvity,  that  our 
hero  foon  retired  from  the 
field  of  battle  heartily  drubbed, 
to  make  his  complaint  to 
the  matter,  who,  after  a 
minute  inquiry  into  all  the  cir- 
cumftances 
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cumftances  of  the  fray,  thought 
proper  to  reward  him  for  the  un- 
nece/Tary  trouble  he  had  given 
himfelf,  with  the  fevereft  flog- 
ging he  had  ever  received  in  his 
life  time.  Thus  mortified  and 
difgraced,  the  unfortunate  Ste- 
phen refolved  upon  an  elope- 
ment ;  but,  being  afhamed  to 
return  to  his  parents,  he  ram- 
bled through  the  fields  and 
woods,  and  fcrambled  over 
hedges  and  ditches,  until  at  length 
having  torn  his  clothes  to  rags, 
and  being  almoft  ready  to  perish 
with  hunger,  he  eagerly  lifted 
himfelf  into  a  gang  of 


and   fupped    very    heartily    upon 
the    remains    of   a    roamed     cat. 
The 
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The  intolerable  hardfhips  he 
fuffered,  and  the  coarfe  fare  he 
was  obliged  to  put  up  with  in 
this  new  iituation,  together  with 
the  frequent  bangs  and  thumps 
which  he  received  from  the 


younger     part     of    his     ftrolling 
comrades. 


Vice  in  its  proper  Shape.        69 

comrades  who  were  as  quarrel- 
fome  and  mifchievous  as  him- 
felf,  but  abundantly  more  robuft, 
foon  broke  his  heart  ;  fo  that  he 
died  in  a  barn,  and  was  buried, 
like  a  beggar,  at  the  expenfe  of 
a  little  country  parim."  While 
the  Bramin  was  concluding  the 
hiftory  of  Matter  Churl,  my  fon 
Jackey,  whofe  temper  was  rather 
too  fiery,  looked  very  fheepim  ; 
which  his  fitter  Betfey  obferving, 
and  eafily  gueffing  the  caufe  of  it, 
(he  defired  him  with  a  good  na- 
tured  fmile,  when  we  were  leaving 
the  room,  to  think  on  poor 
Stephen,  and  be  fure  to  take 
warning. 

CHAP. 
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The  comical  and  mortifying  Tiranfmi- 
gration  of  little  Monfieur  Fribble 
into  the  Body  of  a  Monkey. 


A  FTER  we  had  taken  our  leave 
~-  of  Mailer  Cburl^     we    were 
conducted 
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conduced  into  the  apartment  of 
Mr.  Pug)  a  chattering  young 
monkey,  who,  as  foon  as  he  faw 
us  whipt  his  Jittle  hat  under  his 
arm  in  a  crack,  and  feating  him- 
felf  upon  his  backfide,  welcomed 
each  of  us  into  the  room  by  feveral 
ceremonious  nods,  which  were  in- 
tended to  fupply  the  place  of  a 
bow,  and  were  accompanied  by 
fuch  a  noify  afFecled  grin,  that  it 
was  impoffible  for  us  to  forbear 
laughing — "  This  comtemptible 
animal,  faid  Mr.  Wijeman^  is 
inhabited  by  the  little  foul  of 
the  late  Matter  Billy  Fribble,  a 
young  gentleman  of  French  ex- 
traction, whofe  friends  came 
and  fettled  in  the  country  about 
fifty 
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fifty  years  ago.  His  play  fel- 
lows dignified  him  with  the  hu- 
morous title  of  the  little  Monfieur, 
not  fo  much  on  account  of  his 
diminutive  ftature,  as  for  that 
trifling  and  finical  behaviour 
which  diftinguifhes  the  leaft  re- 
fpectable,  though,  by  many 
thoughtlefs  perijns,  the  moft 
admired  part  of  the  French  na- 
tion. As  neither  his  bodiiy  nor 
ir.eni.al  faculties  were  very  vigo- 
rous, his  childhood  was  re- 
markable only  for  a  certain  effem- 
inate vivacity,  which  contin- 
ually difplayed  itfelf  in  fuch  a 
noify  and  infignificant  prattling, 
as  was  very  tirefome  and  difa- 
greeable  to  every  body  in  the 
houfe. 
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houfe.  When  he  grew  older, 
he  added  to  his  former  loquacity 
the  moft  paffionate  fondnefs  for 
fine  clothes ;  fo  that  in  the 
twelfth  year  of  his  age,  he  be- 
came as  complete  a  top  as  ever 
eyes  beheld.  He  wore  upon  his 
head  a  macaroni  hat  «.bout  the 
fize  of  a  fmall  tea  faucer  j  his 
coat,  which  fcarcely  had  any 
ikirts  to  it,  was  of  the  moft 
glaring  colour  he  could  fix 
upon  ;  and  his  hair,  which  was 
plaiftered  over  with  powder  and 
pomatum,  was  tied  behind  in  a 
large  club,  which  hung  fwag- 
ging  upon  his  moulders  like  a 
foldier's  knapfack.  Thus  ele- 
gantly drefTed,  he  ftrutted  along 
the 
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the  ftreets  with  a  large  flick  in 
his  hand  about  a  foot  taller  than 
himfeif,  and  a  fmall  cutteau  de- 
chafle  by  his  fide,  which  he 
could  handle  with  as  much  dex- 
terity as  his  pen  ;  an  inftrument 
in  the  ufe  of  which  he  had  made 
fuch  a  contemptible  proficiency, 
that  it  required  as  much  acute- 
nefs  to  difcover  the  meaning  of 
his  aukward  fcrawl,  as  to  explain 
the  hieroglyphick  characters  of 
the  ancient  Egyptians.  What 
ftill  increafed  the  obfcurity  of 
every  thing  which  Monfieur 
Fribble  undertook  the  trouble 
of  penning,  was  that,  except- 
ing when  he  wrote  his  own 
name,  he  had  a  method  of  /pell- 
ing 
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ing  which  was  peculiar  to  him- 
felf.  He  was  equally  famous  for 
his  fkill  in  the  ufeful  fcier.ce  of 
numbers  ;  for  though,  during 
the  fpace  of  feven  or  eight  years, 
he  devoted  do  it  a  confiderable 
part  of  that  lingering  time  which 
he  was  forced  to  fpare  from  his 
private  diverfions  in  fchool 
hours,  the  fum  total  of  his  im- 
provement was,  that  he  was 
fcarcely  capable  of  cafting  up 
the  contents  of  a  fhoemaker's 
little  bill.  His  higheft  ambi- 
tion was,  in  the  firft  place,  to 
furnifh  himfelf  with  a  large  col- 
lection of  complimentary  phrafes, 
which  he  had  feldom  difcretion 
enough  to  apply  with  any  tolerar- 
ble 
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ble  propriety  ;  and,  in  the  next, 
to  complete  himfelf  in  the  polite1 
art  of  dancing,  in  which  he  fo 
far  fucceeded  as  to  be  able  to 
fkip  about  with  the  moft  regular 
agility,  though  he  never  had  a 
fufficient  (hare  of  good  fenfe  to 
be  able  to  dance  with  graceful- 
nefs.  1  hus  accomplimed,  he 
excited  the  admiration  of  every 
filly  coquette,  and  the  envy  of 
every  fluttering  coxcomb  ;  but 
by  all  young  gentlemen  and 
ladies  of  underftanding  he  was 
heartily  defpifed  as  a  mere  civ- 
ilized monkey.  He  performed 
every  thing  by  imitation  ;  and 
he  imitated  nothing  (unlefs  he 
was  forcibly  compelled  to  it) 

by 
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by  which  a  rational  being  may 
be  diftinguifhed  from  a  brute 
animal.  But  the  fpecies  of  imi- 
tation in  which  he  mod  de- 
lighted, was  that  which,  in  the 
vulgar  ftyle,  is  called  mocking  ; 
for  he  was  not  poffefied  of  a  fuf- 
ficicnt  ftock  of  ingenuity  to  h? 
(what  he  very  frequently  at- 
tempted to  be)  a  clever  mimick. 
If  any  of  his  fchoolmates  hap- 
pened to  be  afflicted  with  an  im- 
pediment in  their  fpeech,  an  ac- 
cidental lamenefs,  or  the  like  ; 
he  had  the  mean  barbarity  to 
endeavour  to  aggravate  the  mif- 
fortune  by  a  coarfe  imitation, 
which  generally  turned  the  whole 
ridicule  upon  himfelf.  He  once 
had 
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had  the  impudence  to  praclife 
his  mockery  upon  a  worthy  gen- 
tlemen in  the  neighbourhood, 
who  was  fo  unfortunate  as  to  be 
unable  to  fpeak  without  flutter- 
ing. The  gentleman  happen- 
ing to  pal's  by  Mr.  Fribble's 
door,  at  which  our  little  mon- 


fieur 
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fieur  was  then  (landing  with  a 
magpie  in, :  his  hand."  "  Bi-bi- 
bill,  faid  the  good  man  (after 
inquiring  very  civilly  how  he 
did)  has  that  pretty  ma-ma-mag 
learned  to  ta-ta-talk  ?"  "  Ye- 
ye-yes,  replied  the  faucy  fop, 
be-be-better  than  you  do,  or 
elfe  I  would  wring  his  head  off." 
"  This  rude  and  impertinent  an- 
fwer,  which  at  firft  excited 
the  laughter  of  lome  of  theby- 
fhndersj  foon  gave  them  a  very 
mean  opinion  of  him,  and  he 
was  afterwards  defpifed  by  every 
fenfible  perfon,  as  a  mifchievous, 
unthinking  coxcomb.  What 
aggravated  his  punifhment  was, 
that  he  had  fo  frequently  in- 
dulged 
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dulged  himfelf  in  the  ungene- 
rous and  filly  practice  of  mock- 
ing the  imperfect  pronunciation. 
of  others,  that  at  laft  he  him- 
felf contracted  fuch  a  habit  of 
fluttering  as  he  could  never  leave 
off.  This  gave  fuch  a  poor  rec- 
ommendation to  the  nonfen- 
fical  things  he  was  continually 
faying,  that  he  became  the  ob- 
ject of  ten  times  the  ridicule 
which  he  had  endeavoured  to 
inflict  upon  thofe  who  had  a  nat- 
ural impediment.  What  was 
pitied  in  them  as  a  misfortune, 
v;as  defpifed  in  him  as  an  ill- 
acquired  and  confequently  a  vi- 
cious imperfection  ;  and  there- 
fore every  one  was  willing  to 
increafe 
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increufe  the  mortifying  fmart  of 
it,  and  keep  alive  the  confcions 
fhame  he.  felt  of  wearing  a  fool's 
cap  which  was  entirely  of  his 
own  making.  This  vexatious, 
and  in  fome  degree,  virt'dictive 
ridicule  to  which  he  was  daily 
expofed,  and  which,  in  time, 
he  might  have  foftened  and  dif- 
armed  by  an  humble  and  pen- 
itent deportment,  gave  flich  an 
infupportable  wound  to  his 
foolirfi  pride,  that  he  foon  ab- 
fconded  from  company,  and 
died  of  a  broken  heart.  That 
his  foul  might  afterwards  occupy 
fuch  a  ftation  as  would  be  moft 
fuitable  to  his  character,  it  was 
fentenced  to  inhabit  the  body  of 
F  that 
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that  finical,  grinning,  and  mif- 
chievous  little  mimick  with  four 
legs,  which  you  now  behold 
before  you/*  As  foon  as  the 
Bramin  had  rimmed  his  ftory, 
poor  pug  (who  feemed  to  retain 
all  the  little  pride  of  Monfieur 
Fribble]  grinned,  chattered,  and 
flapped  about  with  a  ridiculous 
refentment  which  was  mingled 
with  evident  marks  of  fear  ;  until 
at  laii,  having  agitated  hirnfetf 
into  a  perfect  palfion,  he  made 
a  hafty  fpring  at  his  keeper, 
which,  to  his  own  abafhment, 
and  the  laughter  of  my  young 
companions,  was  as  fuddenly 
checked  by  a  fmall  chain  that 
fecured  him  to  the  floor. 

CHAP. 
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CHAP.     VI. 

The  difmal  Transmigration  of  Mafler 
Tommy  Filch,  into  the  Body  of 
a  Wolf. 


A 


S  foon  as  we  had    lifted  up 
the  latch  to  enter  into  the 
next 
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next  apartment,  we  were  imme- 
diately alarmed  by  a  horrid  howl- 
ing ;  which  upon  opening  the  door 
vvedifcoveredtobethefavagemuficlc 
of  a  lufty  young  wolf,  who  looked 
as  fierce  as  if  he  would  have  torn 
every  one  of  us  to  pieces.  But  a 
ilrong  chain,  confined  his  fury  to 
one  corner  of  the  room  ;  fo  that 
we  could  venture  pretty  near  him. 
without  any  danger  of  feeling  the 
ftrength  of  his  jaws.  "  This 
plundering  and  voracious  ani- 
mal, faid  the  Bramin,  who  has 
been  accuftomed  to  gratify  his 
appetite  at  the  expenfe  of  all  the 
farmers  in  the  neighbour- 
hood, is  inhabited  by  the  foul 
of  the  late  Mailer  Filch,  who,  as 
you  will  find  by  the  fequel  of 
the 
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the  ftory,  is  now  placed  in  a 
ftation  which  is  perfectly  fuit- 
able  to  his  character.  His  very 
infancy  was  difgraced  by  a  natu- 
ral propenfity  to  fraud  and  rap- 
ine ;  for  as  foon  as  he  could 
talk  plain  enough  to  be  under- 
ftood,  the  chief  employment  of 
his  tongue  was  to  tell  as  many 
ftories  as  his  little  head  was  capa- 
ble of  inventing ;  and  that  his 
hands  might  come  in  for  their 
fhare  of  mifchief,  he  never  failed 
to  make  a  property  of  all  the 
fugar,  fruit,  tarts,  &c.  which 
the  carelefTnefs  of  the  fervants 
had  left  within  his  reach.  If 
his  parents  had  been  wife  enough 
to  chaftife  him  for  his  little 
roguery,  they  might  have  nipped 
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jt  in  the  bud  ;  but  they  were  fo 
jmprudently  fond,  that  they  not 
.  neglected  to  adminifter  the 
^lifcipline  of  the  rod,  but  made 
Jiis  falfehood  and  pilferings  the 
..conftanjt  fubject  of  their  merri- 
jnent.  They  confidered  his 
faults  as  trivial,  becaufe  they 
•were  the  faults  of  a  child  ;  not 
j-eflecling  that  if  the  feeds  of 
vice  are  fuffered  to  grow,  they 
will  in  a  fhorter  time  than  is 
commonly  imagined,  take  fuch 
deep  root  in  the  heart,  that  it 
will  be  fcarcely  poflible  to  erad- 
icate them.  Experience,  how- 
ever, foon  undeceived  them  ;  for 
•when  little  Filch  was  eight  or 
nine  years  old,  though  he  had 
plenty  of  fruit  at  home,  they 
had 
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had  the  mortification  to  be  in- 
formed that  he  was  making  daily 
incurfions  into  every  poor  man's 
garden  in  the  neghbourhood. 
The  confequence  of  thefe  re- 
peated complaints  was  fometimes 
a  fevere  reprimand,  and  fome- 
times as  fevere  a  flogging  ;  but 
neither  the  one  nor  the  other 
were  able  to  produce  a  reforma- 
tion, though  it  is  very  probable, 
that  if  they  had  been  applied  in. 
time,  they  might  have  been  ap- 
plied to  better  purpofe.  From, 
robbing  orchards  he  foon  pro- 
ceeded to  the  raifing  private 
contributions  on  his  fchool  fel- 
lows. Sometimes  he  defrauded 
them  at  play  :  fometimes  he 
picked  their  pockets  ;  and  very 
frequently 
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frequently  he  ftole  their  books, 
or  money,  out  of  their  defks  and 
boxes  :  and,  as  it  is  the  ftudy  of 
every  wicked  boy  to  maintain  the 
appearance  of  honeily  as  long  as 
he  is  able,  as  foon  as  the  rob- 
bery was  difcovered  he  was  the 
firft  perfon  to  exclaim  againft 
it,  which  he  did  in  the  bittereft 
terms,  and  to  prevent  a  long 
and  circumftantial  inquiry  after 
the  author  of  it  (which  he  fuf- 
peaed  would  not  terminate  in 
his  favour)  he  impudently  pre- 
tended to  have  been  an  eye  wit- 
nefs  of  the  facl:,  and  then  boldly 
charged  it  upon  one  or  another  of 
his  Ichool  mates,  who  he  knew 
had  neither  fkill  nor  fpirit  enough 
to  coritradift  his  evidence  in  a 
fatisfa£lory 
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fatisfaftory  manner.  By  this 
means  the  ba(hful  innocent  was 
frequently  punifhed  inftead  of 
the  guilty.  But  as  bad  boys 
are  feldotn  able  to  conceal  theft 
faults  long  from  the  eye  of  juf- 
tice,  young  Filch  was  foon  deteft- 
ed  in  his  wickednefs,  and  being 
considered  as  a  dangerous  perfon, 
\vho;e  bad  example  might  have 
a  pernicious  effecl:  upon  his  play 
fellows,  he  was  firft  corrected 
with  all  the  feverity  he  deferved, 
and  then  fent  home  to  his  parents. 
In  this  difgraceful  manner  he 
"Was  difmuTed  from  every  fchool 
in  the  country,  'till  at  laft, 
though  he  was  only  thirteen 
years  old,  there  was  not  a  fir.gle 
academy  into  which  he  could  be 
admitted 
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admitted  upon  any  terms  what- 
ever. But  this  was  not  the 
worft  effect  of  the  ill  character  he 
had  acquired  :  for  as  no  one  is 
willing;  to  introduce  a  lad  of  bad 
reputation  into  his  houfe,  there 
was  not  a  tradefman  of  any  cred- 
it to  be  found  who  would  ven- 
ture to  take  him  as  an  appren- 
tice, though  a  large  premium 
was  offered  for  that  purpofe. 
His  parents,  therefore,  were 
under  the  difagreeable  neceflity 
of  keeping  him  at  home  ;  but 
having  little  or  nothing  for 
him  to  do,  he  foon  fell  into 
bad  company,  who  in  as  fliort 
a  time  gave  him  a  perfect  relifh 
for  the  fcandalous  and  expeniive 
amufement  of  gaming  and  tip- 
pling. His  finances,  though 
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fufficiently  plentiful  for  a  youth 
of  his  age,  were  by  thefe  deftruc- 
tive  means  fo  much  encumbered 
with  little  debts,  that  to  maintain 
3  worthlefs  credit  among  his 
worthlefs  companions,  he  formed 
the  wicked  refolution  of  taking 
money  from  his  father  and  mother 
without  their  knowledge.  The 
fuccefs  of  his  firft  attempt  (in 
which  he  was  not  difcovered,  be- 
caufe  he  was  not  fufpedted  to  be 
capable  of  fo  much  bafenefs)  en- 
couraged him  to  a  fecond  ;  and  the 
fuccefs  of  his  fecond  attempt  en- 
couraged him  to  greater  extrav- 
agances and  more  expenfive 
rifk  than  he  had  ventured  upon 
before.  But  his  wickednefs,  which 
in  the  former  inftances  had  been 
wrong- 


g2         Vice  in  its  proper  Shape, 

wrongfully  charged  upon  the  Terr- 
am  s  of  the  fami.'y,  being  at 
laft  detected,  and  his  parents 
taking  hi  in  very  feverely  to  talk 
on  account  of  fuch  an  abandoned 
and  depraved  conduct,  he  left 
them  in  a  fit  of  anger  and  remorfe, 
and  became  a  thoughtlefs  and 
unhappy  wanderer  ;  in  this  fitu- 
ation  falling  one  evening  into  a 
company  whofe  mirth  and  gaiety 
greatly  delighted  him,  and  whofe 
genteel  appearance  led  him  to  fup- 
pofe  they  were  gentlemen,  though 
in  reality  they  were  no  other  than 
highwaymen,  he  was  prevailed 
on  in  an  unguarded  moment, 
when  heated  with  liquor,  to  make 
v.ii  laeurfion  with  this  infa- 
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mous  banditti,  and  actually  flop- 
ped a  gentleman  and  demand- 
ed his  money  ;  fortunately,  how- 


ever for  this  unhappy  youth,  the 
gentleman  was  an  old  fchool  fel- 
low, and  making  himfelf  known 
to  him,  with  much  intreaty 
prevailed  on  him  immediately  to 
leave 
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leave  the  company  of  thofe  def- 
perate  adventurers,  and  totally  to 
abandon  a  mode  of  life  fo  fhock- 
ingly  wicked  in  itfelf,  and  fo 
dreadfully  fatal  in  its  confe- 
quences. 

"  But  from  the  idle  and  difll- 
pated  manner  in  which  he  had 
fpent  his  time,  he  had  contracted 
an  unconquerable  habit  of  in- 
dolence, and  a  rooted  averfion  to 
bufmefs  ;  in  this  frame  of  mind, 
the  army  became  his  laft  refource, 
into  which  he  entered  as  a  com- 
mon foldier,  but  after  a  fhort  time 
his  itch  for  pilfering  returning,  he 
could  not  refrain  from  making 
free  with  fome  money  with  which 
he  was  intrufted  by  his  officer  j  be- 
ing 
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ing  detected,  he  was  punimed  with 
that  rigorous  feverity  with  which 
thefts  in  the  army  ufually  are, 
and  being  afterwards  thrown  into 
the  Savoy  prifon,  to  prevent  a 
repetition  of  his  crime,  he  died 
there  in  a  few  days  of  his  wounds 
in  the  utmoft  mifery."  When 
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the  Bramin  had  fini(hed  this 
melancholy  tale,  the  poor  wolf, 
as  if  he  was  confcious  how  nearly 
it  concerned  him,  heightened 
the  horrour  with  which  it  had 
filled  us  by  fuch  a  mournful  and 
terrifying  howl,  as  made  us 
heartily  glad  to  quit  the  room." 


CHAP. 
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Of  ike  wonderful  Tranfmigration  of 
Majler  Richard  Ruiiick,  into  the 
Body  of  a  Bt-ar. 


IN  thenexranartment  into  wh'ch 
Mr.  fflifeman  conducted  us,  we 
law   the   cub   of  a  bear,  who  lay 
G  upon 
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upon  the  floor  to  which  he  was 
chained,  without  having  the  good 
manners  to  rife  when  we  entered  ; 
but  when  the  Bramin  applied  his 
wand  to  young  Bruin's  buttocks, 
he  heaved  up  his  fhaggy  hide  with 
a  kind  of  lazy  refentment,  and 
faluted  us  with  a  reluctant  grin 
and  a  favage  growl,  which  plainly 
intimated  that  he  did  not  think 
himfelf  much  beholden  to  us  for 
our  company.  "  This  young 
brute,  faid  our  ccnduclor,  is 
animated  by  the  foul  of  the  late 
mafter  Ri'jiick,  of  clownifh  mem- 
ory. His  father  was  a  gen- 
tleman of  rank  and  fortune,  and 
greatly  beloved  and  refpe^ed  by 
all  his  acquaintance  ;  and  if  his 
ion  Richard  had  poflefled  the 
fame 
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fame  virtues  and  accomplifh- 
ments,  he  might  afterwards  have 
enjoyed  his  title  and  eftate  with 
equal  comfort  and  reputation. 
But  as  merit  does  not  go  by  in- 
heritance, like  houfe  and  land, 
young  Ru/tick's  character  was  en- 
tirely the  reverfe  of  his  father's. 
He  was  of  an  awkward  clumfy 
make;  and  the  heavinefs  of  his 
difpofition,  and  the  coarfenefs  of 
his  manners  perfectly  corref- 
ponded  with  the  fhape  of  his 
body.  Though  he  was  fent  to 
fchool  very  early,  and  put  under 
the  care  of  the  bed  instructors 
which  the  country  afforded,  he 
was  a  confiderable  time  before 
he  could  tell  his  letters,  and 
much  longer  before  he  could 
read 
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read  with  tolerable  accura- 
cy :  and  even  then  he  pro- 
nounced every  thing  with  fuch 
a  ciowniih  accent  and  iuch  a 
drawling  tone,  that  any  ftran- 
ger  would  have  taken  him  for  a 
young  country  bumkin,  who 
had  been  ufed  to  follow  the 
plow  tail,  and  not  for  the  fon 
and  heir  of  a  wealthy  gentleman. 
He  was  equally  eminent  for  his 
neatnefs  and  dexterity  in  the  art 
of  penmanihip  ;  for,  even  when 
he  was  twelve  years  old,  if  you 
had  feen  the  letter  which  he 
then  fent  to  his  mamma  without 
the  knowledge  of  his  mafter,  it 
was  wrote  fo  crooked  (i.  e.  not 
from  fide  to  fide  as  it  ought  to 
have  been,  but  from  corner  to 
corner) 


Vice  in  Its  proper  Shape.       I  o  I 

corner)  and  the  flrokes  were  all 
fo  coarfe  and  uneven,  and  the 
whole  of  the  letter  fo  awkwardly 
fpelt,  and  fo  unmercifully  blotted 
and  bedawbed,  that  you  would 
have  thought  it  had  been  the 
elegant  epiftle  of  Tony  Clodhop- 
per to  his  grandmother  Goody 
Linfey  Woolfcy.  As  for  his  mam- 
ma, poor  gentlewoman  !  when 
fhe  firft  opened  it,  me  thought  it 
had  been  fent  to  her  by  fome 
impudent  fhoe  black  or  chim- 
ney fweeper  -9  -  but  when  me  had 
directed  her  eyes  to  the  bottom 
and  read  (though  not,  I  allure 
you,  without  the  greateft  diffi- 
culty)— tc  from  yr^  /oven  ind  re- 
fpaftfle  Jun^  Richard  Rojlick" 
fhe  was  fo  much  opprefTed  with 
fhame 
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(ha me  and  vexation,  that  (he  tore 
the  letter  into  a  thoufand  pieces, 
and  was  ready  to  burft  into 
tears.  He  was  alike  remarkable 
for  the  politenefs  of  his  manners, 
and  his  agreeable  addrefs ;  for  he 
had  fuch  a  treacherous  memory, 
though  he  had  been  frequently 
reminded  of  the  propriety  and 
indeed  the  necf£ity  of  obferving 
thofe  Jittle  punc  ulios  of  good 
behaviour,  that  he  feldom  re- 
membered when  any  company 
entered  the  room  in  which  he 
happened  to  be  fitting,  either  to 
rife  from  his  chair  or  take  off  his 
hat  ;  and  when  he  was  told  of 
it  either  by  his  parents  or  his 
matter,  he  would  bounce  up, 
and  fnatch  of  his  hat  in  fuch  an 
awkward 
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awkward  hurry,  grinning  and 
leering  the  whole  time,  that  you 
would  have  thought  he  hadjuft 
flarted  from  a  dream  ;  and  even 
then  he  would  generally  forget  to 
finifh  the  rude  ceremony  by  mak- 
ing one  of  his  ducking  bows.  It  is 
true,  indeed,  he  had  been  under 
the  hands  of  a  dancing  mafter  ;  but 
notwithstanding  the  utmoft  care 
and  affiduity  of  his  teacher,  who 
was  efteemed  a  very  excellent 
one ;  he  was  never  able  to  per- 
form a  whit  better  than  he  does 
in  his  prefent  lhape.  In  ftiort, 
you  might  as  well  have  kept  a 
hog  in  training  for  New- 
market races,  or  an  ox  for  his 
majefty  to  ride  upon  at  a  grand 
review,  as  have  attempted  to 
initiate 
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initiate  matter  Dicky  Rujiick  in 
the  elements  of  politenefs  and 
good  breeding.  With  fuch  a 
delicate  difpofition,  and  fuch 
amiable  talents,  you  will  readily 
perceive  that  he  muft  have  been 
a  moft  agreeable  play  fellow. 
His  favorite  diverfion  was  that 
which  has  been  diftinguifhed  by 


. 
. 


the 
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the  vulgar,  by  the  well  known 
name  of  Pulfy  Hawly^  in  which 
he  fo  much  excelled  that  when- 
ever he  was  invited  by  the  young 
gentlemen  and  ladies  in  the 
neighbourhood  to  play  with 
them,  he  generally  rewarded 
their  civility  by  tearing  their 
coats  or  pulling  their  clothes  off 
their  backs  before  he  returned 
home ;  fo  that  at  laft  they  be- 
ftowed  upon  him,  by  general 
confent,  the  honourable  title  of 
; 'Squire  Bruin.  It  muft,  how- 
ever, be  acknowledged  that  he 
was  a  youth  of  fuch  impartial 
juftice,  that  he  fhewed  as  little 
favour  to  his  own  clothes  as  to 
thofe  of  other  people;  for  what 
with  climbing  up  old  trees,  and 
ram- 
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rambling  over  hedges  and  ditches, 
to  feek  for  birds  nefts,  he  com- 
monly appeared  by  dinner  time, 
how  well  foever  he  had  been 
drafted  in  the  morning,  in  as 
ragged  a  coat  as  he  wears  at 
prelent.  It  muft  alfo  be  remark- 
ed, that  if  the  young  gentlemen 
and  ladies  foon  grew  weary,  as 
indeed  they  did,  of  Rich  a  rough 
play  fellow,  he,  in  his  turn,  was 
as  willing  to  leave  their  com- 
pany, as  they  were  to  be  rid  of 
his  ;  for  his  chief  delight  was  to 
aflbciate  with  fuch  vulgar  boys 
and  girls  as  were  of  the  fame 
rugged  difpofition  as  himielf. 
With  thefe  he  could  pull  and 
hawl  and  romp  and  tear  as  long 
as  he  pleafed ;  and  the  more 
active 
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aftive  he  became  in  this  ragga- 
muffin  fpecies  of  diverfion,  the 
more  they  relifhed  his  company. 
But,  upon  occafion,  he  could 
fight  as  well  as  play :  I  mean 
•when  he  either  was  provoked  to 
it  by  his  equals,  or  tempted  to 
it  by  the  hopes  of  defrauding  of 
their  little  property  thofe  who  he 
knew  had  neither  ftrength  enough 
nor  courage  to  refift  him.  But 
whatever  was  his  motive  either 
for  beginning  or  fuffering  himfelf 
to  be  drawn  into  an  engagement, 
he  was  very  far  from  confining 
himfelf  to  any  rules  of  honour, 
or  to  the  eftablifhed  laws  of  war  ; 
for  inftead  of  boxing  fairly,  he 
would  kick,  pull  hair,  bite,  and 
fcratch  moft  unmercifully,  and 
never 
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never  fail  to  take  every  advantage 
of  his  antagonift  after  he  had 
brought  him  to  the  ground. 
For  thefe  reafons  he  was  foon 
dignified  with  the  nick  name  of 
Dick  Bear^  even  by  the  vulgar 


boys  in  the  ftreets  ;    and  moft  of 

them  afterwards   took  care  never 

to  engage  with  him  unlefs   when 

there 
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there  were  feveral  other  boys 
prefent  to  fee  fair  play.  One 
would  think  that  fuch  a  rough 
hewn  and  flovenly  mortal  as  we 
have  been  defcribing  would  have 
had  little  regard  for  any  delica- 
cies in  the  eating  way.  But 
whoever  draws  fuch  a  conclufion 
in  favour  of  our  hero,  Dicky 
Rujiick\  is  greatly  miftaken  ;  for 
I  can  affure  you  that  he  had  as 
nice  and  dainty  a  tooth  as  any 
lady  in  the  land.  Though  his 
father  always  kept  a  handfome 
table,  it  afforded  fcarcely  any 
thing  which  was  good  enough 
for  the  palate  of  Matter  Richard. 
Nothing  would  go  down  with 
him  but  tsrts,  cuftards,  and  the 
mofl  ccfViy  cakes  and  puddings  ; 
for 
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for  as  to  good  roaft  and  boiled 
meat  and  plain  and  wholeibme 
pies  or  dumplings,  he  would 
turn  up  his  nofe  at  them  as  if 
they  were  fit  only  for  vagabonds 
and  beggars.  Nay,  even  to  this 
very  hour,  and  in  his  prefent 
cl unify  fhape,  he  is  almoft  as 
dainty  as  ever  ;  for  he  is  re- 


markbly 
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markably  fond  of  honey,  and  if 
permitted  would  often  expofe 
his  fhaggy  head  and  his  eyes  to 
the  refentment  of  the  bees,  by 
difturbing  their  hives  to  rob  them, 
of  their  delicious  ftore.  It  was 
his  fondnefs  for  niceties  of  every 
kind  which  ihortened  his  days, 
and  eafed  his  parents  of  their 
apprehenfions  for  a  fon  who, 
if  he  had  lived,  would  have  been 
a  continual  plague  and  difgrace 
to  them  ;  for  on  the  day  when 
he  entered  into  the  fourteenth 
year  of  his  age,  being  indulged 
rather  more  than  common,  he 
devoured  fuch  a  quantity  of  the 
richerl  tarts,  that  his  ftomach 
could  not  digeft  them  ;  fo  that 
he  foon  fell  into  a  violent  fever, 
which 
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which  in  a  few  days  hurried  his 
unworthy  foul  out  of  the  body 
of  a  young  country  'fquire  (for 
fuch  he  would  have  been)  into 
the  carcafs  of  this  hairy  and 
awkward  young  monfter  which 
now  (lands  before  you.  He  fo 
•well  underftands  vvhat  I  have 
been  faying,  and  is  fo  much 
vexed  at  the  character  I  have 
given  of  him,  which  he  knows 
to  be  a  very  juft  one,  that  if 
you  will  promife  ,to  quit  the 
room  and  leave  him  to  him- 
felf  he  will  pleafure  you  with 
one  of  his  beft  dances  before 
you  go." — Accordingly  after 
thanking  the  Bramin  for  the  ac- 
count he  had  given  us,  we  alL 
promifed  to  leave  Mr.  Bruin  to  his 
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own  meditation  ;  upon  which,  af- 
ter taking  two  or  three  fulkey 
rounds,  the  young  favage  reared 
himfelf  upon  his  buttocks,  and 
fhuffled  a  faraband  which  lafted  a 
few  minutes.  When  he  had  firii/h- 
ed  his  dance  he  fwaggered  down 
again  upon  his  fore  paws,  and  by 
a  fallen  growl  feemed  to  claim  the 
performance  of  our  promife,  an 
indulgence  which  we  very  readily 
granted  him. 


CHAP. 
H 
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Of  the  ajlonijblng  Tranfmlgration  of 
Mifs  Abigail  Eviltongue  into 
the  Body  of  a  Serpent. 


JN  th$  next   apartment  we  faw 
a  large  wire  cage,  in  which  the 
amin  told  us  he'had  a  bird  which 
was  fomething  different  from  the 
common 
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common  ones  ;  and  fo  indeed  it 
was,  for  upon  my  cldeft  daughter's 
going  near  to  fee  it,  (he  was  ftart- 
led  by  a  large  ferpent  which  darted 
itfelf  againft  the  wires,  and  hilled 
and  fiffed  as  if  it  would  have  ftung 
us  all  to  death  in  an  inftant.  It 
was  however,  a  very  beautiful  crea- 
ture of  the  kind,  and  as  the  fun 
then  (hone  very  bright,  the  golden 
and  (ilver  ftreaks  upon  its  azure 
fkin  made  a  very  fplendid  appear- 
ance. My  youngeft  fon  wanting  to 
go  and  (Iroke  it  ; — "  No,  my 
pretty  boy,  faid  the  good  Bra- 
min ;  if  you  have  any  value  for 
yourfelf,  you  will  always  keep 
out  of  the  reach  of  fuch  crea- 
tures as  thefe,  and  of  all  fuch 
who  referable  the  young  lady 

by 
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by  whofe  foul  this  ferpent  is 
animated.  I  fay  young  lady,  be- 
caufe  the  ferpent  before  you  is 
indeed  animated  by  the  foul  of 
the  late  Mifs  Abigail  Eviltongue. 
The  family  of  the  Eviltongve, 
(I  dare  fay  you  have  heard  of 
them)  is  extremely  numerous  ; 
for  there  are  fome,  and  indeed 
too  many  of  them,  in  every 
town,  and.  I  believe  in  every 
village  in  the  country.  Mifs 
Abigail^  the  young  lady  I  am 
fpeaking  of,  had  as  juft  a  title 
to  the  name,  and  fupported  the 
chara&er  of  her  family  with  as 
much  exaftnefs  as  any  one  a- 
mongft  them  ;  for  her  tongue 
\vas  remarkably  active,  and 
fpared  the  reputation  neither  of 
friend 
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friend  nor  foe.  She  was,  it  is 
true,  a  very  handfome  girl,  and 
the  charms  of  her  perfon  would 
have  procured  her  many  ad- 
mirers if  they  had  not  been  dif- 
graced  by  her  natural  propenfity 
to  (lander  and  defamation.  In 
her  very  infancy,  as  foon  as  fhe 
could  fpeak  to  be  underftood, 
fhe  began  with  telling  fibs  of 
the  fervants,  and  very  frequent- 
ly of  her  brothers  and  iiilers  ; 
for  which,  you  may  be  certain, 
they  all  defpifed  her  very  hearti- 
ly. But  as  fhe  was  too  much 
encouraged  in  this  hateful  prac- 
tice by  her  parents,  inftead  of  be- 
ing feverely  flogged  for  it,  as 
fhe  ought  to  Jiave  been,  me  fet 
the  frowns  and  foeers  of  the 
others 
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others  at  open  defiance  ;  and  the 
more  they  relented  her  little 
jmaiice  the  more  eager  me  was 
to  gratify  it  by  loading  them 
with  all  the  faifehoods  (he  was 
capable  of  inventing.  In  pro- 
portion as  ihe  grew  older,  this 
mifchievous  habit  increafed  upon 
her;  and  when  ihe  was  big 
enough  to  go  a  vinting,  fhe  in- 
dulged it  abroad  with  as  much 
freedom  as  ihe  had  been  ufed  to 
do  at  home ;  ib  that,  in  a  fhort 
time,  there  was  fcarcely  a  young 
mifs  or  matter  in  the  neighbour- 
hood \vhofe  character  ihe  had 
not  attempted  to  injure.  What 
made  her  Landers  the  more  odi- 
ous .was,  that  fiie  generally  vent- 
ed them  under  a  pretence  of 
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the  greateft  friendfhip  and  re- 
fpeft  for  the  perfons  to  whom 
me  related  them,  and  with  great 
feeming  pity  for  thofe  whofe  rep- 
utation they  were  intended  to 
deftroy.  She  had  likewife  the 
malicious  cunning  to  fay  many 
trifling  things  in  praife  of  the 
objects  of  her  cenfure  ;  that  by 
thus  aiTuming  an  appearance  of 
the  ftricleft  impartiality,  and  of 
the  fmcereft  good  nature,  file 
might  more  eafily  gain  credit 
to  the  bad  things  fhe  faid  after- 
wards. By  fuch  artifices  as  thefe 
fhe  frequently  fucceeded  with 
the  innocent  and  the  unwary, 
and  fet  one  acquaintance  and 
even  one  friend  againft  another, 
without  any  fort  of  advantage 

to 
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to  herfelf  but  the  mere   pleafurc 
of   making    mifchief.       Another 
trick  which   fhe    often  employed 
for  that  purpofe,  was  to  examine 
into  a  young  gentleman  or   lady's 
conftituiional     foibles      (for     we 
ail     have    fome)     and    when  fhe 
had    difcovcred   thefe,  to   go  im- 
mediately to  the    perfon  and   tell 
him  or   her,   that  mafter  or  mifs 
/tub  a  one  had    publicity  ridiculed 
him  for  thofe  very    failings    ;   by 
thefe  means   ihe  was  aim  oil   cer- 
tain   to   be    believed  without  any 
farther    inquiry  ;    for    every  one, 
even  upon   the  flighted  hint,  \viil 
readily  fufpect   that    thofe    things 
have    been    faid    of  him,    which 
he   mod  wi  flies  to  be   concealed, 
fcecaufe  he  is  confcious   they  are 
really 
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really  true  ;  he  will  feldom  trouble 
himfelf  to  inquire  into  the  ve- 
racity of  the  tale  bearer,  left  he 
mould  be  reduced  to  the  neceffity 
of  defending  himfelf  on  his  weak- 
eft  iide.  For  a  fimilar  reafon, 
when  Mifs  Abigail  had  a  mind  to 
flatter  any  perfon  (which  (he 
frequently  would,  to  anfwer  the 
purpofes  of  her  malice)  me  always 
commended  him  for  thofe  partic- 
ular good  qualities,  or  accom- 
plimments  which  me  knew  he 
inoft  valued  himfelf  for,  or  chiefly 
wifhed  to  have  the  credit  of  ;  be- 
caule  (he  was  fcnuble  that  by  this 
method  me  effectually  retained 
his  own  vanity  as  her  advocate 
for  whatever  me  faid  afterwards. 
Nay,  I  have  been  informed  by 
one 
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one  who  knew  her  perfectly  well, 
that,  young  as  (he  was,  (he  fome- 
times  carried  her  artifice  fo  far 
as  to  begin  a  difpute  with  the 
perfon  (he  intended  to  deceive, 
and  after  a  little  (harp  altercation 
pro  and  con  to  flatter  his  vanity 
by  gradually  giving  up  the  argu- 
ment, and  at  laft  yielding  him  a 
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victory,  which  gave  him  the  more 
pleafure,  becaufe  he  thought  it 
to  be  entirely  owing  to  the  invincible 
iirength  of  his  judgment.  But 
(he  had  another  fault,  which,  if 
poflible,  was  ftill  more  odious, 
than  any  of  thofe  already  men- 
tioned— viz.  to  revile  and  back- 
bite thofe  from  whom  (he  had 
received  the  greateft  favours  ;  for 
as  (he  was  too  proud  to  own  her- 
felf  to  be  under  obligations  to 
any  perfon,  fo  to  prevent  others 
from  taking  notice  of  them,  as 
(he  imagined  to  her  difadvantage, 
fhe  would  reprefent  every  obli- 
gation (he  had  received  from  her 
friends  to  be  either  of  the  moft 
trifling  confequence,  or  to  have 
been  bellowed  from  felfifti  and 
dcf- 
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defpicable  motives.  Such  was 
the  temper  and  behaviour  of  Mifs 
Abigail,  who  was  a  wretched 
complication  of  malice,  low 


cunning  and  ingratitude  :  It  is 
therefore  no  wonder  that  every 
perfon  of  fenfe  and  character  was 
careful  to  avoid  her  company, 
and 
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and  that  fhe  was  detefted  by 
many,  and  defpifed  even  by  thofe 
who  wifhed  her  well.  In  fhort, 
the  general  contempt  to  which 
fhe  had  expofed  herfelf,  and  the 
fevere  mortifications  fhe  met 
with  from  time  to  time,  gave 
fuch  killing  wounds  to  her  pride, 
that  after  pining  and  wailing 


away 
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away  with  mame  and  vexation 
for  the  fpace  of  feveral  months, 
fhe  at  laft  broke  her  heart  and 
gave  up  the  ghoft,  in  the  feven- 
teenth  year  of  her  age.  After  her 
death  her  contemptible  foul  was 
immediately  hurried  into  the 
body  of  this  venomous  ferpent, 
where  it  frill  retains  its  former 
malice  and  cunning." — When  the 
Bramin  had  finimed  his  ftory,  the 
ferpent,  as  if  me  understood  and 
refented  what  had  been  faid,  writh- 
ed about  and  hiiled  at  him  as  if  fhe 
could  have  ftung  his  eyes  out. 

We  afterwards  vifited  feveral 
other  apartments,  and  faw  a  young 
tyger,  a  fox,  a  badger,  &c.  each 
of  which  was  animated  by  the  foul 
of  fome  naughty  child,  who  very 
nearly 
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nearly  refembled  him  in  temper. 
But  as  I  have  perhaps,  already  car- 
ried my  treatife  to  fuch  a  length  as 
will  tire  the  eyes  and  the  patience 
of  my  little  readers,  it  is  proper  to 
bring  it  to  a  conclufion.  I  will, 
therefore,  take  my  leave  of  them 
for  the  prefent,  with  obferving  that 
in  one  of  the  rooms  we  vifited, 
we  faw  a  pretty  little  parrot,  in  a 
gilt  cage,  who  was  perpetually 
talking,  but  did  not  underftand 
the  meaning  of  one  fingle  word  he 
faid.  "  This  noify  bird,  faid  the 
good  Bramin,  is  inhabited  by  the 
foul  of  the  late  matter  Gabble^  who 
was  remarkable  for  two  faults. 
He  always  fpoke  without  think- 
ing, and  read  a  great  deal  with 
fo  little  attention,  that  he  made 
no 
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no  farther  improvement  in  knowl- 
edge than  if  he  had  never  read 
at  all.  He  devoured  every  thing, 
but  digefted  nothing."  If  any 
of  my  readers  happen  to  be  of  the 
fame  difpofition,  they  may  furvey 
the  gilt  covers  of  this  little  treatife 
with  as  much  advantage  as  they 
•will  perufe  the  contents  of  it. 


FINIS. 


